[Lymphadenomegaly in patients with chronic liver disease].
Abdominal lymphadenomegaly is a frequent ultrasonographic finding in patients with chronic liver disease. Its clinical significance is not well understood. The aim of this study was to determine the relationship between this finding and several characteristics of liver disease in 44 patients with chronic liver disease (79.5% due to hepatitis C virus). To do this, all patients underwent simultaneous liver biopsy and abdominal ultrasonography, in which the number and localization of the enlarged abdominal lymph nodes were confirmed. Viral load in patients with chronic hepatitis C virus infection was determined. No significant differences were found in serum hepatitis C RNA concentrations between patients who presented lymphadenomegaly and those who did not. However, the presence of lymphadenomegaly was associated with greater histological activity. If this finding were confirmed in studies with larger samples, the presence of ultrasonographically-detected enlarged abdominal lymph nodes in patients with chronic liver disease due to hepatitis C virus infection would indicate more severe histological lesions.